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Pope Francis says Advent is a  
time to make God a priority. 
 
On the First Sunday of Advent, 
Pope Francis kicked off the 
Church's Advent season saying it is 
a time to let go of the worldly           
distractions that take us away from 
God, and focus on growing closer to 
him through prayer and concern for others.  
 
ñAdvent,ò he said, ñis a time given to us to welcome the 
Lord who comes to meet us, to verify our desire for 
God, to look ahead and prepare ourselves for the return 
of Christ. 
 
ñChrist will return again at Christmas, when we remem-
ber how he came to us in the humility of the human 
condition. However, Christ also comes to each of us 
every time we are disposed to receive him and he will 
come again at the end of time to judge the living and 
the dead. Because of this, we must always be watchful 
and attentive to the Lord with the hope of meeting him." 

 
Sunday, December 24th 
5:30pm Choir Concert 
6:00pm Bilingual Mass 
Monday, December 25th 

9:00am Mass 
 

Please keep in mind that the consecutive 
Mass obligations for the Fourth Sunday of Advent and 
Christmas 2017 should be fulfilled by attending one Mass for 
each of the two separate obligations.  

Christmas Mass Schedule 

ñThere is one ... coming 
after me, whose sandal 
strap I am not worthy to 
untie.ò Untying sandal 
straps was no prestigious 
job. In the days of John 
the Baptist, those straps 
would have been especial-
ly unpleasant to deal with. 
Besides the usual odors 
that accompany sockless 
leather footwear, there would have been the grime 
and dirt from the sandy roads and paths that 
swirled around the people who went everywhere 
on foot. Taking off someoneôs shoes upon their 
arrival was the task of the lowly servants. So when 
John says heôs unworthy of doing this task for the 
ñone who is coming after me,ò he is putting him-
self in a very humble position. And rightly so.  
 
John realizes that the Christðthe Anointed One, 
the Messiahðis so far above him, so far above any 
of us, that we are truly unworthy of him. Indeed, 
the Son of God is not just the greatest of men; he is 
God-made-man and in his presence we most            
appropriately should bow in humble homage. Yet 
this God chose to stoop down to our human level 
and walk among us. He chose to get his sandals 
dirty. And still today he chooses to allow us to  
encounter him as a friend and companion. But as 
John reminds us by his example, this encounter 
with the Lord is not the result of our own merits or 
accomplishments. We are sinners who stand in 
need of Christôs help.  
 
But thanks be to God, he is always willing to           
extend this help to us. As St. Paul says in todayôs 
epistle, ñMay the God of peace make you perfectly 
holy.ò Indeed it is God who does the perfecting, 
not us by our own power. So let us approach the 
Lord this Advent season with a spirit of hopeful 
humility, trusting that God alone can make us  
worthy of welcoming his Son. 
             ðCycles of Faith Pastorelaðthis weekend! 

Sunday, December 17th 
1pm in the Parish Hall 

  
Oscar and the Spanish Choir 
have been practicing this 
Spanish Christmas play since 
September! Join us for this fun 
melodramatic play and watch as good and evil battle for victory!  

We Need Your HELP! 

NEXT Sunday, December 24th 

12:30pm 

We have a few short hours to transi-

tion from Advent to Christmas and 

we need your help to do it! We need 

all hands on deck to put up the Christmas tree and 

decorate it, put up the Nativity, add the flowers and 

banners and all the other little details that make the 

Church so beautiful for Christmas! 

The Parish Office will be closed during the week 
between Christmas and New Yearôs Day and 
will reopen on Tuesday, January 2nd. 

"I invite all Christians, everywhere, at this very  
moment, to a renewed personal encounter with           
Jesus Christ." 
                - Pope Francis in The Joy of the Gospel  
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Sunday, December 17, 2017    Location 
Pastorela   1:00pm  Hall 
Monday, December 18, 2017    Location 
Tuesday, December 19, 2017   Location 
Schoolôs Christmas Program    9:00am and 7:00pm School  
Wednesday, December 20, 2017   Location 
Eucharistic Adoration  7:30am-8:30am Church 
Menôs Prayer Group  7:00pm  Hall 
Choir    7:00pm  Church 
Thursday, December 21, 2017   Location 
Friday, December 22, 2017   Location 
Saturday, December 23, 2017    Location 
Confession   3:30pm  Church 
Eucharistic Adoration  3:30pm-5:00pm Church 
  

  

  
  

  

Todayôs Second Reading from St. Paul 
sums up Stewardship. ñRejoice alwaysò 
means place your trust in God; He will 
provide all that you need. ñPray         
constantlyò means prayer should be a running conversa-
tion with God throughout the whole day, every day. 
ñGive thanks in all circumstancesò means even in bad 
situations, thank God. Suffering a little bit helps build 
empathy for others in similar situations. 

Saturdayéééé........December 16 
5:00PMéééé.....é..Christmas Novena 
Sundayéééé.....é...December 17 
8:30AM...é...ééé.éChristmas Novena 
10:00AMéé...ÀMaria Tollefson, People of St. Didacus 
ééééééééé.é.ÀJulio Pontis, Satu Da Silba 
11:30AMééé...é...éÀAdela Fernandez 
ééééééé...éé...ÀSalvador Villanueva 
Mondayéééééé...December 18 
7:30AMééé...é...é.Christmas Novena 
Tuesdayééé..é..é..December 19 
6:00PMéééé.......éChristmas Novena 
Wednesdayéé.......é.December 20 
8:30AMéé...éé........Christmas Novena 
Thursdayééé...éé.December 21 
7:30AMééé.ééé...Christmas Novena 
Fridayéééé...éé...December 22 
7:30AM...éééééé.Christmas Novena 
Saturdayéééé........December 23 
5:00PMéééé.....é..Christmas Novena 

Diann Bauer 
Dan Bauer 
Martha Becerra 
Bob Bellesi 
Herminia Brignoni 
Gail Cedercrans 
Irene Davis 
MaryLou De Luca 
Bob Demers 
Cecelia Dueber 
Reyna Frias 
Jorge Gordillo 
Susan Guenzel 
Stan Hammack 
Dolores Hansel 

Al Hunt 
Joanne Hunt 
Genevieve Keyser 
Marilyn Kober 
Elizabeth La Costa 
Anthony Martinez 
Emma McPherson 
Dolores Mediano 
Vernon Meyers 
Linda Montelongo 
Peter Napolitano 
Lupita Plascencia 
Antonia Raya 
Bev Rayl 
Betty Rios 

Dolores Robertson 
Juliann Rubsamen 
Victor M. Sanchez 

  

And the special intentions  
in our Book of Needs 

 Welcome to St. Didacus Parish! 
Sunday Masses  
Saturday 5:00pm, Sunday 8:30am & 10:00am  
11:30am in Spanish 
Daily Mass 
Mon., Thurs., Fri. 7:30am /Tues. 6:00pm/ Wed. 8:30am   
Eucharistic Adoration 

Wed.  7:30amñ8:30am / Saturday 3:30pmñ5:00pm 
First Fridays 8:00amñ9:00am 
ConfessionsñSaturdays 3:30pm or by appt. 
Baptisms: 1st Saturday of each month. Arrangements must 
be made 3 months in advance. Contact the Parish Office 
for information. 
Weddings: Arrangements must be made at least 9 months 
in advance. Please contact the Parish Office.  
Mental Health Ministry Direct Line: For emergencies call 
911. For non-emergencies please call 619-940-6193. 
  

Pastor, Rev. Enrique Fuentes 
The Parish Office is open 8am-noon, 1-5pm M-F                   

619-284-3472 

Mass Intentions  Weekly Events at St. Didacus 

The Joy of Giving 

Readings for the Week of December 17, 2017 
  Sunday:   Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/1 Thes 5:16-24/Jn 1:6-8,19-28  
Monday:  Jer 23:5-8/Mt 1:18-25  
Tuesday:  Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Lk 1:5-25  
Wednesday:  Is 7:10-14/Lk 1:26-38  
Thursday:  Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Lk 1:39-45  
Friday:   1 Sm 1:24-28/Lk 1:46-56  
Saturday:  Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Lk 1:57-66  
Next Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1-5,8b-12,14a,16/Rom 16:25-27/Lk 1:26-38 

PRAYER LIST 

General Collection, December 10, 2017: $4,866.00 
Building Fund, December 10, 2017: $   850.00  

It is the beautiful task of Advent to 
awaken in all of us memories of 
goodness and thus to open doors of 
hope.  
 
        ðPope Emeritus Benedict XVI 

Thanks to Angela McGinnis for our great cover photos of 
the schoolôs Immaculate Conception Mass. 



 

 
 

4630 34th Street, San Diego CA 92116        284-8730 
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR 

DONATIONS OF NEW TOYS! 
 

The toys you donated will be             

distributed to four organizations 

in Tecate and Tijuana, Mexico: 

Ejido El Hongo 

Rancha Nazareth Orphanage 

Trinitarians of Mary 

Casa de los Pobres 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY! 

Mark your calendars  

for the schoolõs  

Christmas Program  

Tuesday, December 19th  

Performances are at 9am and 

7pm at the school  

 

Donõt miss òMeet Me at the Manger ó ñ a great              

reminder of the reason for the season!  

Plan on doing your last minute Christmas shopping 
on Sunday! A representative from the school will be 
here after the Sunday 
Masses selling gift cards to 
all your favorite places. 
Your purchases help               
support the school and also 
make Christmas shopping 
easy! 

Good News! We have                
postponed having the Church 
tented for termites until           
January 22nd.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now in theaters, the movie ñThe Starò is a beautifully 
done faithful retelling of the First Christmas. It has 
been endorsed by the National Conference for                
Catechetical Leadership as a movie recommended for 
Catholics of all ages. Take some time during these last 
days of Advent or during the Christmas season to                
experience this story of the first Christmas with your 
family. 

 

A òshortó Advent: In 2017, the Fourth Sunday of Advent 
falls on December 24th which makes 
the coming week the last week of          
Advent. This means that there are only 
three full weeks of Advent. Make some 
time in the week ahead to focus on the 
season by adding extra prayer to your 
day, attending a daily Mass, or going to confession. If you 
missed our parish Advent Penance Service, Fr. Rick will be 
available to hear confessions at our regularly scheduled time 
on Saturday, December 23rd at 3:30pm in the Church. 

Attention all married couples: Bring 

your marriage, family, and God back into focus 
like never before in this new year! Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter starts with the love you 
have for your spouse and helps you to build, 
expand, and deepen that relationship. Sign up 
for the January 26-28th weekend at Courtyard 

Marriott in Rancho Bernardo. The weekend starts at 8:00pm on  
Friday and ends at 4:00pm on Sunday. Food and lodging are provid-
ed. There is a $75 fee and a voluntary donation requested at the end 
of the weekend. For many couples "Their Weekend" is one of the 
most significant experiences of their marriages. Sign up today 

at www.wwme-sandiego.org. 

San Diego Walk for Life  
 
Join 4,000+ families and individuals 
as we partake in nationwide celebra-
tions of life by participating in the 6th 
Annual San Diego Walk for Life. 
Come to 6th & Laurel in Balboa Park 
on January 20, 2018 from 8:30am to 12:00pm. 
This year we are honored to welcome Bishop McElroy, Bishop 
Dolan and Rev. Bernardo Lara amongst our speakers. Your pres-
ence is crucial to make this family-friendly event a success. For 
complete information about the Walk, visit San Diego Walk for 
Life or call Evangely at (858) 490-8221. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NTS9Rg9UbT_epVpkhh22Y6aF-ha4zNTBv7WaL36DkdR0c-im9liZrGbU5SCGeJkroMUuN1vvBM8Abz44mypRrNEXn5wUOXydLDDQ9r5tQTJOoLEvT9fv0jBEUxFRNxyDtfWuSkwxE0xuNLV1TanMCZLUz2tq_30AoofAL0btjJanJxf-1cIL5bbYZtVRBUdH&c=qIWJvvuUyvYSQUdBTo5KC0cBKyCVjKRdI
http://www.wwme-sandiego.org/
http://www.sandiegowalkforlife.org/
http://www.sandiegowalkforlife.org/









