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From the Desk of the Pastoré 
 
St. Mark is most direct and emphatic 
when he wrote about Jesus going to the 
desert and staying there for forty days. 
Jesus had a great battle ahead, a battle 
that could only be won by will and  
spirit. As disciples of our Lord we also fight the same            
battle against sin and temptation. Our victory depends on 
how strong or weak our will and spirit are. Prayer is the 
food of the Spirit and fasting strengthens our will. Prayer 
and fasting are indispensable acts if we want to be                       
victorious in our spiritual life. Lent is an opportunity for us 
to nourish our will and strengthen our spirit through prayer, 
fasting and self-giving. 
 
Pope Francis, in his message said, ñLent summons us, and 
enables us, to come back to the Lord wholeheartedly and in 
every aspect of our life.ò The Holy Father is inviting us to a 
total change of heart, a total conversion for the Lord. The 
pope also extended his invitation beyond the bounds of the 
Catholic Church, to all men and women of good will, who 
are open to hearing Godôs voice, pleading for all to join 
him in raising our plea to God, in fasting, and in offering 
whatever we can to our brothers and sisters in need. May 
our Lenten observances truly bring us closer to God and 
our neighbors. 
 

Fr. Rick 

TOMORROW PROJECT GOURMET FOOD                 
PRODUCT SALE AFTER MASSES ON SUNDAY! 

 
The Tomorrow Project, a job readiness program of Catholic 
Charities, provides intensive, individualized training for 
homeless and low-income women. Their gourmet food prod-
ucts have been exclusively developed by award winning San 
Diego chefs and will be for sale after the Masses on Sunday. 
Donations are always welcome.  For more information, go to 
their website www.tomorrowproject.org. 

Diocese of San Diegoõs 
Annual Catholic Appeal 
 
Last weekend we kicked off the 
Diocese of San Diegoôs 2018 
Annual  Catholic Appeal. Our 
parish goal this year is 
$22,000. We encourage every-
one in the parish to participate 
in this appeal because by your 
gift, someone will meet Jesus Christ and have the                    
opportunity to experience His loving grace, and to know 
His mercy and love. 
 
Please make your pledge today!  There are many ways to 
respond to the Annual Catholic Appeal: 
 
ðA monthly or quarterly pledge 
ðA one-time cash gift 
ðA credit card or electronic funds transfer, which may now 

be processed by the Diocese, or you may visit 
www.sdcatholic.org to make a pledge on-line 
ðA gift of stocks and bonds 
If you didnôt receive a pledge card in the mail you may pick 
one up in the Church. Our goal is 100% participation! All 
your pledges make a differenceðno matter the amount. 

Why do we always go to the desert?  
 
We see this example in Scripture 
time and time again. The Israel-
ites wandered in the desert. King 
David and prophets were driven 
into the wilderness.  And now 
Jesus is in the same place. Lent 
after Lent, we too are invited into 

a barren, desolate place. Why do we always go to the 
desert?  
 
Throughout Scripture, the desert is a place of testing. 
Itôs also a place of hiding and withdrawal. In the Old 
Testament, David fled into the wilderness to hide 
from Saul, Elijah from Jezebel, and Jonah from God! 
In other words, the desert is a place of ñretreat.ò In 
Christian circles, we use the word to describe a            
spiritual weekend away. But its meaning comes from 
warfare, as we well know. To retreat means to draw 
back, to separate oneself from the fighting. Of 
course, a military retreat brings its own kind of 
ñbattleò ï the internal assessment of why the fighting 
went so poorly.  
 
As we enter into this Lenten season, we are invited to 
retreat into the desert with Jesus. Attending a day or 
weekend of reflection is a wonderful spiritual             
practice. This ñdesert spirituality,ò however, can fill 
all forty days. We can fulfill our Lenten resolutions 
with a purpose ï writing daily notes to family and 
friends can inspire new gratitude, every time we pass 
up that specific food item can be cause for interces-
sion for deeper sufferings and privations of others.  
 
The Gospel tells us that ñthe Spirit drove him out into 
the desert.ò In other words, God wants us to be here. 
What feels uncomfortable is actually part of our  
spiritual journey. To be stretched, to be challenged, 
to confront our own areas of weakness ï these things 
are essential in our walk with God. This Lent, will 
you go to the desert?                      ðCycles of Faith 

http://www.tomorrowproject.org/
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Sunday, February 18, 2017     Location 
Tomorrow Project Sale  after Masses 
Monday, February 19, 2017     Location 
Parish Office Closed 
Tuesday, February 20, 2017    Location 
Scouts    3:00pm  Hall 
Youth Night   6:30pm  Hall 
Spanish Bible Study  6:30pm  Hall 
Creation Care Team Mtg.  6:30pm  Office 
Wednesday, February 21, 2017   Location 
Eucharistic Adoration  7:30am-8:30am Church 
Religious Education  5:30pm  School 
Menôs Prayer Group  7:00pm  Hall 
Choir    7:00pm  Church 
Finance Council Meeting  7:00pm  Office 
Encuentro Matrimonial  7:00pm  Hall 
Thursday, February 22, 2017   Location 
Schoolôs Open House  6:00pm-8:00pm School 
RCIA    7:00pm  Hall 
Mental Health Ministry Class  7:00pm-8:30pm Hall 
Friday, February 23, 2017    Location 
Lent Soup Supper   6:00pm  Hall 
Stations of the Cross   7:00pm  Church 
Saturday, February 24, 2017    Location 
Confirmation II Retreat  9:00am-4:00pm Mission San Diego 
Creation Care Luncheon  11:00am-1:00pm Hall 
Confession   3:30pm  Church 
Eucharistic Adoration  3:30pm-5:00pm Church 
Treasures of the Holy Land Sale after Mass 

  

  
  

  

Do you ever think about how difficult it must have been 
for Jesus to come into Galilee, knowing that John had 
just been arrested for teaching the same message that 
Jesus was proclaiming. It must have taken great love and 
trust for Jesus to do what the Father had sent Him here on 
earth to do. In the same way, following a life of steward-
ship takes great love and trust from us. We must be will-
ing to surrender completely to God, trusting that God will 
always give us all that we need to fulfill His plan for us. 

Saturdayéééé........February 17 
5:00PMéééé...ÀLois Garrigues, ÀEdmond Yturralde 
Sundayéééé.....é...February 18 
8:30AMéééééé...ÀBetty Sturch 
10:00AMéé...ééé.ÀFrank & Frances Matranga 
11:30AMéééééé.People of St. Didacus 
Mondayéééééé...February 19 
7:30AMééé...é...éÀLucille Bub 
Tuesdayééé..é..é..February 20 
6:00PMéééééé...ÀMark Patrick Brennan 
Wednesdayéé...........February 21 
8:30AMéééééé...ÀEd Sanclemente 
Thursdayééé...éé.February 22 
7:30AMéééééé...ÀBernard Kober 
Fridayéééé...éé...February 23 
7:30AM...éééé.......ÀCarolyn Curiel Hastings 
Saturdayéééé........February 24 
5:00PMéééééééResty Alcazar, Spec. Int. 
éééééééééé.ÀJohn Lecout® 
 

Diann Bauer 
Dan Bauer 
Martha Becerra 
Bob Bellesi 
Herminia Brignoni 
Gail Cedercrans 
Irene Davis 
MaryLou De Luca 
Bob Demers 
Josie Demers 
Cecelia Dueber 
Reyna Frias 
Jorge Gordillo 
Susan Guenzel 
Stan Hammack 

Dolores Hansel 
Al Hunt 
Joanne Hunt 
Meri Kerekanich 
Genevieve Keyser 
Marilyn Kober 
Elizabeth La Costa 
Anthony Martinez 
Emma McPherson 
Dolores Mediano 
Vernon Meyers 
Peter Napolitano 
Lupita Plascencia 
Judith Pratt 
Antonia Raya 

Bev Rayl 
Betty Rios 
Dolores Robertson 
Juliann Rubsamen 
Victor M. Sanchez 
Beverly Stemper 

And the special intentions  
in our Book of Needs 

 Welcome to St. Didacus Parish! 
Sunday Masses  
Saturday 5:00pm, Sunday 8:30am & 10:00am  
11:30am in Spanish 
Daily Mass 
Mon., Thurs., Fri. 7:30am /Tues. 6:00pm/ Wed. 8:30am   
Eucharistic Adoration 

Wed.  7:30amñ8:30am / Saturday 3:30pmñ5:00pm 
First Fridays 8:00amñ9:00am 
ConfessionsñSaturdays 3:30pm or by appt. 
Baptisms: 1st Saturday of each month. Arrangements must 
be made 3 months in advance. Contact the Parish Office 
for information. 
Weddings: Arrangements must be made at least 9 months 
in advance. Please contact the Parish Office.  
Mental Health Ministry Direct Line: For emergencies call 
911. For non-emergencies please call 619-940-6193. 
  

Pastor, Rev. Enrique Fuentes 
The Parish Office is open 8am-noon, 1-5pm M-F                   

619-284-3472 

Mass Intentions  Weekly Events at St. Didacus 

The Joy of Giving 

Readings for the Week of February 18, 2018 

Sunday: Gn 9:8-15/1 Pt 3:18-22/Mk 1:12-15  
Monday: Lv 19:1-2, 11-18/Mt 25:31-46  
Tuesday: Is 55:10-11/Mt 6:7-15  
Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10/Lk 11:29-32  
Thursday: 1 Pt 5:1-4/Mt 16:13-19  
Friday: Ez 18:21-28/Mt 5:20-26  
Saturday: Dt 26:16-19/Mt 5:43-48  
Next Sunday: Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18//Rom 8:31b-34/Mk 9:2-10 

PRAYER LIST 

General Collection, February 11, 2018: $4,596.00 
Building Fund, February 11, 2018: $   996.00 



 

 

4630 34th Street, San Diego CA 92116        284-8730 

Page 4              The First Sunday of Lent                     February 18, 2018 

Join us on Friday Night for a Lent Soup            
Supper & Stations of the Cross 

 
Friday, February  23rd  

6:00pm ðSoup 
dinner provided 
by the Small 
Faith Groups 

 
7:00pmð

Stations of the Cross from  
Maryôs point of view. 

ITõS FINALLY HERE!  
Our Open House is this week on               
Thursday, February 22nd from 6:00pm-
8:00pm. Come take a look at all the great 
things going on at our school. Invite your 
friends or anyone who may be interested in 
enrolling their children or grandchildren.  

Mental Health Through  
Faith-Based Training 

The Mental Health Ministryôs FREE  
series of classes are continuing:  

St. Didacus Parish Hall 
Thursday evenings 

February 22 and March 1, 8, 15 
                    7pm-8:30pm 
For more information contact the MH Ministry at 
saintdidacusmhm@gmail.com or contact the Parish 
Office. 

You are invited to 
The St. Didacus Creation Care Teamôs 
FREE Luncheon to learn more about 
ñOn Care for Our Common Homeò   

Saturday, February 24th 
11am-1pm in the Parish Hall 

 
Everyone is invited to our      
Saturday event to learn more 
about Godôs call for us to be 
good stewards of our                  
planet. Weôll have information 
and demonstrations on how 
recycling, reducing and                     

re-purposing saves money and resources, along 
with tips for organic gardening and the            
negative effects of pesticides. For more infor-
mation contact Phyllis at cepedahouse@cox.net. 

The Parish Office will be CLOSED on 

Monday, February 19th in observance of 

the Presidentõs Day holiday. 

NEXT  
SATURDAY! 

 
NO NEED TO 
RSVP! JUST 
COME! 

Donations needed for our parish 

FLOWER FUND 
We are looking ahead and would like to 

build up our fund to pay for our Easter 

flowers. Use the special FLOWER                 

envelopes that come with your weekly 

collection envelopes, or put a donation 

into an envelope marked òFlowers.ó Thank you! 

Thank you to everyone who helped make the                  
St. Didacus Annual Jog-a-thon such a success! Through 
your generosity we raised $30,100 for the school. 



http://catholicism.about.com/od/worship/f/No_Alleluia.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/worship/f/No_Alleluia.htm







